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Foreword
The establishment of the South West of Scotland Transport
Partnership, one of seven Statutory Partnerships in Scotland,
has given our region the opportunity to influence and
deliver its own transport destiny. The Partnership Board
consists of five Councillor members and two external
members, one from Scottish Enterprise and one from
NHS Dumfries and Galloway. Key to our success is the
development of a Regional Transport Strategy, a statutory
requirement for each Regional Transport Partnership, which
details the exciting challenges ahead for the next 15 years.
The purpose of this Strategy is to determine and deliver
better transport solutions, both regionally and nationally, and to act as a catalyst for
regeneration of the region’s economy.
The Strategy is about delivering genuine travel choices and improving connectivity internally
between our key locations and communities, and externally to Glasgow, Edinburgh, England
and Northern Ireland. It is about providing access to jobs and public services, enabling goods
to reach their markets and providing the links that promote social inclusion and support
quality of life.
In developing the Strategy we have been acutely aware of environmental considerations,
especially the level of carbon emissions generated by transport. The South West of Scotland
Transport Partnership supports Scotland’s Climate Change Programme, and will work towards
delivering a genuinely sustainable transport system for our region.
The Strategy has been developed on a true Partnership basis through the Board Members,
the Observers to the Board and the involvement of Key Stakeholders through two Key
Stakeholder consultations and an eight week public consultation. We have been delighted
with the response from individuals and groups both within and outwith the Partnership area.
As expected we received many conflicting responses, and the Partnership has tried to balance
these competing aspirations, whilst taking account of the Scottish Government’s new National
Policy and Performance Framework.
The South West of Scotland Transport Partnership is committed to working with the Scottish
Government and Dumfries and Galloway Council to realise the full potential of the Concordat
reached between the Scottish Government and the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities
(COSLA). We are also committed to working with our Community Planning Partners in
Dumfries and Galloway to develop the Single Outcome Agreement and help to deliver the
overarching National Purpose to create a more successful country, with opportunities for all of
Scotland to flourish, through increasing sustainable economic growth.
I would encourage you to consider the issues raised in this document, either as an individual
or as part of an organisation, and to think about how you can help achieve the aims of this
Strategy and what its delivery will mean for you.

Councillor Brian Collins
Chairman of the South West of Scotland Transport Partnership
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Executive Summary
The Transport (Scotland) Act 2005 placed a duty on the Scottish Ministers to create Regional
Transport Partnerships covering the whole of Scotland. A statutory requirement of the
Transport Scotland Act (2005) is that each Partnership produces a Regional Transport Strategy.
The South West of Scotland Transport Partnership is one of seven Partnerships and covers an
area contiguous within the boundaries of Dumfries and Galloway Council. The Partnership
Board consists of five Councillor members and two external members, one from Scottish
Enterprise Dumfries and Galloway and one from NHS Dumfries and Galloway.
The development of the Regional Transport Strategy has been considered at various stages by
the Partnership Board, including:
•

Issues and Objectives Report;

•

Option Generation Report;

•

Prioritised Options Report;

•

Results of two Key Stakeholder consultations;

•

Results of an 8 week public consultation;

•

Prior to submission of the Strategy on 30 March 2007;

•

Regional Transport Strategy Review following receipt of a letter from the Cabinet
Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth on 7 January 2008.

Our vision is a transport system for the South West of Scotland that delivers the internal and
external connectivity required to sustain and enhance the region’s economy and communities
whilst minimising the impact of transport on the environment.
In doing this, the Strategy should:
•

facilitate access to jobs and public services;

•

support key sectors, vibrant places and inclusive communities;

•

enable goods to reach their markets;

•

provide travel choices that promote equality, social inclusion and support quality of life;

•

enhance the quality and integration of public transport;

•

support walking and cycling, not only as a leisure pursuit but as a means of healthy, active
travel;

•

add value to the broader Scottish economy and assist the Scottish Government in attaining
its national targets for increased sustainable economic growth, road traffic stabilisation,
and reduced carbon emissions.

In accordance with the letter received from the Cabinet Secretary, proposed Interventions
have been brought together in an Accompanying Delivery Plan.
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The Delivery Plan sets out a series of priorities for transport investment in the region designed
to support broader economic, social and environmental objectives. In doing so the Strategy
seeks to:
•

Improve transport links within Dumfries and Galloway and provide fast, safe and reliable
journey opportunities to significant markets, including the national economic centres of
Edinburgh and Glasgow, as well as England and Northern Ireland;

•

Contribute to improved economic growth and social inclusion in the region whilst
minimising the environmental impacts of transport;

•

Support the national transport target of road traffic stabilisation;

•

Add value to the broader Scottish economy and underpin increased sustainable national
economic growth;

•

Assist in getting visitors/tourists to the region from other parts of Scotland, England,
Ireland and beyond;

•

Making it possible for more people to do business in and from Dumfries and Galloway by
providing sustainable connections to key business centres in the Central Belt and other
locations such as Ayrshire and Cumbria;

•

Support vibrant places that provide employment, healthcare, educational and other
services that people need and want, so that their quality of life is maximised;

•

Reduce the constraint of peripherality, both between the region’s main settlements and its
outlying areas, and between the region and its external markets;

•

Capitalise on improvements to critical long distance corridors to create new transport
services, nodes and development opportunities for Dumfries and Galloway;

•

Pursue certain transport schemes in the context of local and national economic
development, while at the same time recognising wider context of economic, social and
environmental imperatives.

The Regional Transport Strategy emphasises the need to support key locations and sectors
in order to maximise economic prosperity and social inclusion. It focuses on the transport
outcomes required for the region’s communities if they are to fulfil their potential, rather
than individual transport projects in isolation.
The Regional Transport Strategy and Accompanying Delivery Plan have been developed in the
context of the Scottish Government’s High Level Objectives:
•

Wealthier and Fairer Scotland

•

Healthier Scotland

•

Safer and Stronger Scotland

•

Smarter Scotland

•

Greener Scotland

6

The vision for the South West of Scotland’s Transport Future recognises that whilst the nature
and scale of issues facing Dumfries and Galloway are significantly different from those
in Scotland’s large urban centres, the development of an overarching Regional Transport
Strategy is no less important. The Strategy outlines an approach capable of achieving defined
transport outcomes within a framework of broader economic, social and environmental
objectives. It recognises the importance of economic development, the need to create vibrant
places, the importance of key corridors and the South West’s contribution to Scotland’s
National Purpose.
The Strategy promotes the South West of Scotland working in partnership with the Scottish
Government, Dumfries and Galloway Council and other Community Planning Partners to
underpin the Concordat between the Scottish Government and COSLA and to achieve the
outcomes being developed in Dumfries and Galloway’s Single Outcome Agreement.
The trunk road and national railway networks managed by Transport Scotland are of critical
importance to Dumfries and Galloway, since a large proportion of journeys within the region
depend on these routes. These networks, and the Loch Ryan ferry ports (a key link to Northern
Ireland for freight and passengers), are also critical to the wider pattern of long distance
travel through the region.
Our vision of a safer, more reliable and efficient transport network for the South West
is reflected in the selection of schemes recommended for priority implementation in the
Delivery Plan (Accompanying Document 4).
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Council;
•

ZetTrans – Shetland Islands Council;

•

South East of Scotland Transport Partnership (SEStran) – City of Edinburgh Council,
Clackmannanshire Council, East Lothian Council, Falkirk Council, Fife Council, Midlothian
Council, Scottish Borders Council and West Lothian Council;

•

South West of Scotland Transport Partnership (SWestrans) – Dumfries and Galloway Council;

•

Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) – Argyll and Bute Council (Helensburgh and
Lomond only), East Ayrshire Council, East Dunbartonshire Council, East Renfrewshire
Council, Glasgow City Council, Inverclyde Council, North Ayrshire Council, North Lanarkshire
Council, Renfrewshire Council, South Ayrshire Council, South Lanarkshire Council and West
Dunbartonshire Council.

The development of Regional Transport Strategies for Scotland was one of the key aspirations
of the Transport (Scotland) Act 2005. Ministers were determined to ensure that the creation of
comprehensive Strategies set the new RTPs on a firm footing so that they can begin to deliver
improved transport services for their regions, and Scotland as a whole, as soon as possible.
Ministers stressed that the RTS should be visionary in its outlook, yet firmly grounded in the
reality of what is possible to deliver. The methodology for the development of the SWestrans
RTS recognised this from the outset, combining a genuinely strategic approach to policy
development with effective engagement with regional partners at all stages in the process.
From the first gathering of key stakeholders in the region, through the extensive consultation
processes that have taken place to determine and agree upon the critical policy outcomes
that transport investment in the region should help facilitate, a wide range of people and
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organisations were involved. This approach is important in that it reflects real joined up
working between regional partners, and clearly contextualises the RTS as an important tool
with which to progress the wider economic regeneration, environmental and social inclusion
policy goals of the region and Scotland.
The timescale set for the production of the Regional Transport Strategy (RTS) was challenging.
The preparation of the RTS for the South West of Scotland commenced in January 2006, with
submission of a final document to Scottish Ministers achieved on time on 31 March 2007.
In his official response to the SWestrans RTS dated 7 January 2008, the Cabinet Secretary for
Finance and Sustainable Growth noted that:
•

RTPs could play a valuable part in improving Scotland’s transport infrastructure and
services in co-operation with local government under the terms of the Concordat agreed
between the Scottish Government and COSLA;

•

RTPs should work closely with their constituent Councils as they develop plans for Single
Outcome Agreements;

•

The Regional Transport Strategy is owned by SWestrans and Dumfries and Galloway
Council and as such, these partners are best placed, collectively, to deliver the outcomes at
a local level;

•

RTSs should be strategic, high level documents that focus on the transport strategies
necessary to support Government’s key objectives and the Single Outcome Agreements of
the constituent local authorities;

•

Interventions would be best addressed in Delivery Plans agreed with Dumfries and
Galloway Council;

•

A revised RTS should be re-submitted.

The RTS has been reviewed by SWestrans and takes account of the way forward set out by the
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth.
This revised RTS combines a summary analysis of key transport trends in the region with a
restatement of the strategic economic, environmental and social objectives of the regional
partners’ existing policies.
It also explains how these objectives are aligned with the Scottish Government’s National
Purpose – to focus Government and Public Services on creating a more successful country, with
opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish, through increasing sustainable economic growth and other important policies such as the Scottish Government’s Economic Strategy.
From this basis, the RTS identifies the key desired transport outcomes necessary to improve
the region’s competitiveness, economic regeneration, enhance social inclusion and protect the
environment in keeping with the Scottish Government’s own five national priorities, namely:
•

A wealthier and fairer Scotland;

•

A smarter Scotland;

•

A healthier Scotland;

•

A safer and stronger Scotland;

•

A greener Scotland.
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These transport outcomes are expressed in terms of the possible enhancements in connectivity
between specific centres and along defined corridors that will achieve real benefits to the
region. The goal of the RTS is to achieve those outcomes that will best support the region’s
economy, environment and communities, rather than seeking the development of new
transport infrastructure and services in isolation.
The RTS sets out a programme of targeted improvements to the transport network which
can be delivered by SWestrans, supported by the region’s other key stakeholders. However,
given the importance of trunk road and rail networks to the region’s transport, the Scottish
Government and Transport Scotland also have a large part to play in securing the future for
transport in the South West of Scotland.
A series of specific transport projects, which together will help deliver the agreed strategic
objectives are set out in the Delivery Plan (Accompanying Document 4). These projects have
been selected from a long list of possible schemes according to an analysis of their impact on
connectivity and their contribution to wider economic, social and environmental objectives.
They have also been tested against the Scottish Government’s Scottish Transport Appraisal
Guidance (STAG) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) criteria. The prioritised set of
interventions outlined in the Delivery Plan represents those transport improvements that the
regional partners consider most important if the wider policy objectives identified as part of
the vision for the future of transport in the South West of Scotland are to be achieved.
This first RTS, which will be reviewed and updated every four years, is an important milestone
in the development of a new approach to transport in the South West of Scotland, in which
all of the region’s key stakeholders have been closely involved.
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